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WORDS  FOR  THE  WEARY 


'...but  they  who  wait  for  the  Lord  shall  renew 
their  strength,    they  shall  mount  up  with  wings 
like  eagles 3    they  shall  run  and  not  be  weary 3 
they  shall  walk  and  not  faint.  "  Isaiah  40: 


Normally  on  his  first  Sunday  back  in  the  fall  a 
preacher  would  attempt  to  sound  the  bugle  and  rally 
the  troops  for  another  year  of  service.   It's  the  kind 
of  Sunday  that  calls  for  what  ministers  refer  to  as  a 
"rouser".  New  beginnings  are  opportune  occasions  for 
challenging  slackness  and  engendering  excitement.   If 
the  gospel  consists  of  demand  and  promise,  as  it  does, 
this  would  be  a  fitting  day  to  emphasize  demand.  Go 
shine!   Go  tell!   Build!  Give!   Lift!  Take  up  and 
follow!  The  expected  mood  comes  through  in  the  open- 
ing lines  of  that  familiar  hymn, 

"Awake,,  my  &ouZ,  hVioXok  z.\jQJiy  neAve., 
And  pi&AA  witi/i  v<Lgosi  on....." 

But  in  coming  to  this  Sunday,  I  was  drawn  from 
demand  to  promise.  This  is  a  time  for  "speaking  com- 
fortably to  Jerusalem,, "  However  refreshed  we  may  be 
physically  from  the  summer's  change  of  pace,  we  are  a 
shaken  and  disspirited  people.  Justice  struggles  for 
its  life  in  our  courts.   Upstart  nations  around  the 
world  are  departing  from  the  script.  Our  dollars  wither 
in  our  hands.  Moral  standards,  it  would  seem,  have 
been  overturned.  Criminals  stalk  the  streets  and 
suites  of  America.  And  where  is  the  church  in  all  of 
this,  and  what  has  it  to  say  anyway? 

Bracket  off  your  anguish  long  enough  to  listen  to 
these  words:   "Even  youths  shall  faint  and  be  weary, 
and  young  men  shall  fall  exhausted;  but  they  who  wait 
for  the  Lord  shall  renew  their  strength,  they  shall 
mount  up  with  wings  like  eagles,  they  shall  run  and 
not  be  weary,  they  shall  walk  and  not  faint."  If  ever 
there  were  words  that  "come  up  'round  the  heart," 
these  are  they. 


We  have  a  forgiveable  way  of  assuming  that  no  one 
ever  had  it  so  rough  as  we.   But  after  a  good  night's 
sleep  and  a  cold  shower,  we  know  that  this  is  not  the 
case. 

The  Second  Isaiah,  for  example,  was  called  to 
minister  to  a  people  who  had  lost  just  about  every- 
thing.  He  was  a  prophet  to  the  Jews  in  Babylonian 
exile.   For  generations,  mark  you,  they  had  been  there; 
their  homes  destroyed,  their  temple  demolished,  their 
priesthood  not  functioning.   Some  of  them,  doubtless, 
had  sounded  Taps: 

"God  aj>  gone,; 

gone.  the,  chu/tck, 
gone,  the,  woh.d, 
gone,  the,  king. 
All  l&  loAt; 

nothing  *cive,d  , 
God  ih  gone,." 

Matters  were  so  bad  that  even  the  young  lost  their 
resilience,   Societies  have  a  way  of  looking  to  their 
young  in  hopes  of  a  better  tomorrow.  The  young  in  any 
culture  are  the  repository  of  vitality  and  change.  But 
in  Isaiah's  time  things  were  so  depressing  that  the 
young  fell  utterly  exhausted.   Two  different  words  are 
used  in  this  passage  for  "young".   The  first  means  sim- 
ply a  young  man  who  is  coming  into  his  maturity.  The 
other  refers  to  men  in  full  vigor,  or,  in  military 
parlance,  "picked  men."  Even  those  in  the  prime  of 
life  could  not  cut  it!  That's  how  bad  it  was. 

Come  to  think  of  it,  we're  not  getting  much  of  a 
lift  in  our  own  society  from  our  young,  are  we?  In 
the  main,  I  do  not  see  our  youth  coming  forward  to  en- 
liven government,  to  enhearten  the  church,  to  revital- 
ize society.   Some  of  the  best  of  them,  no  doubt,  are 
still  in  exile.   May  God  bring  them  back  to  us  speed- 
ily, for  we  can  ill-afford  the  permanent  loss  of  people 
of  conscience.   "Even  the  youths  shall  fall  exhausted." 
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But  this  grim  description  does  not  stand  alone. 
It  is  followed  by  a  promise:   "They  who  wait  for  the 
Lord  shall  renew  their  strength,  they  shall  mount  up 
with  wings  like  eagles,  they  shall  run  and  not  be 
weary,  they  shall  walk  and  not  faint  J'  To  put  it  very 
simply,  perhaps  uncomfortably  simply,  Isaiah  is  saying: 
We  would  not  weary  if  we  learned  to  wait,  on  God! 

And  yet,  the  last  thing  we  feel  inclined  to  do 
when  life  roughs  us  up  is  to  wait.  Almost  to  the  point 
of  frenzied  panic,  we  want  to  act,  "Do  something,"  we 
shout,  "for  God's  sake,  do  something."  We  shout  it  to 
the  mayor,  to  the  President,  to  the  Congress,  to  the 
United  Nations,  yes,  and  to  the  church.  Who  needs  wait- 
ing! Waiting  is  for  the  weak  or  for  those  who  like 
things  the  way  they  are.  Waiting  for  God  is  for  saints 
and  mystics  who  have  long  since  cut  out  from  life* 

However,  I  suspect  with  my  dear  friend  Edmund 
Steimle  that,  "any  word  from  the  Lord  may  be  a  prophet- 
ic word  for  our  time,  if  it  is  a  word  that  we  would 
rather  avoid."  1_  "Wait  for  the  Lord." 

You  see,  in  the  Bible  "waiting"  is  not  a  passive 
"do-nothing"  experience.   I  looked  up  the  word  in  a 
common  dictionary  the  other  day  and  discovered  that 
waiting  is  described  as  an  intransitive  verb.  You  may 
be  a  long  time  separated  from  your  days  in  a  grammar 
class,  so  let  me  remind  us  all  of  what  an  intransitive 
verb  is.   It  is  a  verb  that  indicates  a  complete  action 
without  being  accompanied  by  a  direct  object.  Examples 
would  be  "sit"  or  "lie." 

However  correct  it  may  be  grammatically  to  clas- 
sify waiting  as  intransitive,  in  the  experience  of 
faith  waiting  always  involves  another.  There  is  an 
object  there!  Another  subject,  if  you  will,  with  whom 
the  soul  is  engaged.  The  interaction  of  the  living 
God  with  the  soul  of  man  is  what  biblical  waiting  is 
all  about.  We  need  our  faith  lifted  above  the  thoughts 
of  our  own  minds  and  the  works  of  our  own  hands .  We 
keep  meeting  ourselves  coming  back  as  we  try  mentally 
with  our  own  resources  to  figure  it  all  out.  Waiting 
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for  the  Lord  means  to  open  ourselves  to  dialogue,  to 
judgment,  to  communion  with  another. 

Moreover,  in  the  Bible  waiting  is  not  the  oppo- 
site of  doing.   It  becomes,  in  fact,  the  motivation 
for  action.   It  does  not  disengage  us  from  history. 
God  forbid!   It  thrusts  us  into  history  —  which  is 
still  the  story  God  is  writing  out.  Waiting  looks  to 
a  future  that  it  then  helps  bring  to  birth.   It  aims 
to  discern  the  eternal  in  the  present. 

One  of  baseball's  most  celebrated  umpires  is  the 
late  and  still  remembered,  Bill  Klem.  Klem  was  known 
for  his  self-confidence,  his  ability  to  look  an  irate 
manager  straight  in  the  eye  and  back  into  the  dugout. 
When  he  was  behind  the  plate  he  was  in  charge  of  every- 
thing that  mattered.  Among  the  many  legends  that 
gather  around  the  name  of  Bill  Klem  is  one  involving 
a  close  call  at  home  plate  in  the  9th  inning  of  a 
critical  game.  The  ball  was  hit,  a  base  runner  broke 
for  the  plate,  the  catcher  crouched  to  catch  the  ball 
and  make  the  tag.  At  the  moment  of  impact  there  was  a 
fierce  collision.  A  cloud  of  dust  billowed  up  and 
everyone  waited  for  the  decision.  Voices  in  one  dug- 
out cried,  "He's  safe!"  Voices  from  the  other  dugout 
cried,  "He's  out'."  Bill  Klem  stood  there  in  the  set- 
tling dust,  very  much  in  command,  and  shouted,  "He 
ain't  nothin'  'til  I  call  it!" 

What  construction  do  we  put  on  events?  Do  we  put 
a  purely  political  construction  on  preceedings  in  a 
White  House  that  became  a  house  of  horrors?  How  do 
we  understand  the  rebellious  nations  of  South  and 
Central  America?  Simply  in  terms  of  State  Department 
jargon,  or  is  there  another  way?  We  live  under  a  de- 
lusion if  we  believe  that  there  is  some  one  objective 
way  of  understanding  an  event.  There  is  no  such  thing 
as  pure  objectivity.  We  all  bring  our  meanings  to 
events.   Nothing  is  anything  until  we  call  it. 

This  is  what  waiting  is  all  about.  It  enables  us 
to  make  a  "reading"  from  a  better  point  of  vision.  Any 
event  can  be  an  Advent  to  the  man  of  faith!   The  waves 
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that  trouble  us  may  indicate  the  workings  of  Another 
in  our  midst.  Our  present  anguish  and  unrest  does  not 
argue  the  disappearance  of  God,  Quite  the  opposite . 
I  would  wonder  more  about  God's  presence  in  history 
were  we  allowed  tranquility  and  ease  after  all  we've 
done  and  been.  This  is  the  paradox:  "They  serve 
earth  best  who  keep  in  touch  with  heaven."  "They  who 
wait  for  the  Lord  shall  renew  their  strength." 


Look  now  at  the  results  of  this  waiting  as  the 
prophet  describes  them.  He  employs  three  graphic  words 
to  arrest  our  confidence  and  waken  our  desires:  "Mount 
up  with  wings  as  eagles,  run  and  not  be  weary,  walk 
and  not  faint ."  Historically  these  words  have  been  in- 
terpreted with  an  equal  emphasis  on  each.   It  has  been 
pointed  out  by  many  that  there  is  a  sequence  here  that 
rings  true  to  life  experience.   In  the  case  of  those 
to  whom  Isaiah  spoke,  the  Hebrews  "mounted  up"  when 
they  heard  that  Cyrus  had  overthrown  Babylon .  They 
then  "ran"  towards  their  promised  land.  Then  they 
"walked,"  that  is  they  settled  down  to  the  long  dreary 
business  of  restoring  what  had  been  destroyed. 

It  is  true  in  virtually  all  human  endeavor  that 
there  is  a  moment  when  the  vision  strikes,  a  time  when 
giant  starting  steps  are  taken,  and  a  long,  long  sea- 
son of  digging  in  and  staying  with  it.  Harris  Kirk, 
once  one  of  Baltimore's  great  preachers,  used  to  speak 
of  these  stages  as  the  onset,  the  grip,  and  the  drag. 

"Mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles."  Eagles  are  used 
negatively  and  positively  in  Scripture.   In  some  ways 
they  are  a  no-no.  Take,  for  example,  these  words  from 
Deuteronomy  where  God  is  revealing  what  will  happen  to 
Israel  if  she  departs  from  the  law:  "The  Lord  will 
bring  a  nation  against  you  from  afar,  from  the  ends  of 
the  earth  as  swift  as  the  eagle  flies,  a  nation  whose 
language  you  do  not  understand,  a  nation  of  stern 
countenance  who  shall  not  regard  the  person  of  the  old 
or  show  favor  to  the  young,  and  shall  eat  the  offspring 
of  your  cattle  and  the  fruit  of  your  ground,  until  you 
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are  destroyed."   (Deut.  28:49-51) 

Even  Jeremiah,  perceiving  rumblings  to  the  north 
that  would  prove  ominous  to  his  people,  said,  "Behold, 
He  comes  up  like  clouds,  His  chariots  like  the  whirl- 
winds; His  horses  are  swifter  than  eagles  --  Woe  to  us 
for  we  are  ruined!"   (Jere  4:13) 

But  there  is  also  a  positive  and  tender  use  of  the 
eagle  image.   It  would  be  hard  to  find  a  more  touching 
verse  in  the  Old  Testament  than  those  words  in  Exodus 
19  where  God  says  to  his  people,  "You  have  seen  what  I 
did  to  the  Egyptians,  and  how  I  bore  you  on  eagles' 
wings  and  brought  you  to  myself,"  (Ex.  19:4) 

Likewise  here,  the  meaning  is  good  and  positive . 
It  is  plain  to  see  what  is  intended.   If  we  wait  on 
the  Lord  we  will  be  able  to  soar,  to  rise  up  above  the 
normal  vantage  point,  and  see  things  more  nearly  as 
they  are,   "Ground  level"  cameras  may  be  pluses  in  the 
world  of  television,  but  ground  level  vision  is  a 
handicap  in  understanding  life,, 

Van  Wyck  Brooks  was  right:  "One's  own  time  is 
always  the  obscurist  epoch."  _2  Even  though  we  listen 
to  hourly  news  reports  and  can  hardly  wait  for  the 
next  edition  of  the  newspaper,  we  may  not  really  under- 
stand what's  going  on.   Information  and  comprehension 
are  not  the  same  thing. 

Dom  Gregory  Dix  goes  to  great  lengths  to  remind 
us  of  the  difference  between  the  Syriac  and  Greek  un- 
derstanding of  history.  He  says,  "For  all  forms  of 
Syriac  thinking  the  ultimate  explanation  of  life  always 
lies  beyond  human  life,  beyond  history  and  time  alto- 
gether --  in  God,  conceived  as  'the  living  God'.   In 
Hellenism  this  is  not  so,   Its  'humanism'  seeks  to 
understand  life  solely  from  within  life,  from  the  ra- 
tional observation  of  men  and  things  and  events."  3_ 

Have  you  done  any  soaring  lately?  Have  you  been 
able  to  get  above  it?  Above  the  job,  the  family,  the 
party,  the  flag  --  to  see  things  more  clearly.   If  we 
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did,  we'd  know  for  one  thing,  that  only  God  is  neces- 
sary.  If  we  did,  we'd  have  more  poise  than  we  have 
shown.   Isn't  it  interesting  how  Roman  Catholic  his- 
torians think  in  terms  of  centuries  while  most  of  us 
today  think  in  terms  of  days  and  years  I  Our  Jewish 
friends  recently  came  into  their  New  Year,   I  join  you 
in  wishing  them  a  good  and  happy  and  productive  year. 
They  are  now  in  the  year  5735.   I  recently  concluded 
that  the  Christian  church  was  not  altogether  wise  in 
going  along  with  the  revision  of  the  calendar  that 
split  history  into  B.C.  and  A.D.  The  thing  that  has 
kept  the  Jewish  people  together  over  the  years  is  their 
sense  of  continuity  with  the  story  of  faith.  The  cal- 
endars of  men  and  nations  come  and  go  but  the  Jews 
march  on,  firmly  linked  to  that  day  when  God  said  to 
Abraham,  "Get  thee  out  of  thy  country....  I  will  make 
of  thee  a  great  nation."  (Deut.  9:14) 

It  is  that  continuity  that  we  are  missing .  We  keep 
living  from  election  to  election  or  from  Gallup  poll 
to  Gallup  poll.   What  do  these  matter?  If  we  soared 
we'd  see  how  vain  they  are.  We  may  not  always  know 
the  plan  of  God,  but  we  always  know  it's  there. 

After  the  "mounting  up"  there  comes  the  "running." 
Not  from  fright.   It  is  rather  the  running  to  get  with 
it.   We  run  and  walk  because  the  vision  provides  us 
with  "start-up"  power  and  "staying"  power.   "They  shall 
run  and  not  be  weary." 

Do  you  know  what  mission  is  all  about  after  all 
has  been  said  and  written?  John  Taylor  is  right:  "What 
mission  really  means  is  seeing  what  God  is  doing  in  a 
situation  and  trying  to  do  it  with  him."  4_   And  so  we 
run.   Of  all  peoples  we  have  largest  reason  to  run  be- 
cause we  are  privy,  in  part,  to  the  secrets  of  God. 

And  then  we  "walk  and  do  not  faint."  The  longer 
I  live  the  more  I  respect  constancy,  the  ability  to 
stay  with  it.   Some  hot  shot  guru  comes  on  the  scene 
and  people  get  excited  —  then  he's  gone.  Some  young 
whirlwind  rises  up  in  Washington  and  speaks  his  piece. 
In  so  doing  he  exhausts  his  mind  and  then  is  gone.  But 
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the  people  that  one  can  genuinely  salute,  whether  it 
be  in  religion  or  government  or  education  or  family, 
are  the  ones  who  know  how  to  walk  and  not  faint. 

Did  you  catch  that  little  exchange  between  the 
Washington  Post  and  the  New  York  Times?  A  top  execu- 
tive in  each  newspaper  had  a  friendly  go  at  each 
other's  establishment.   The  man  from  the  Times  said, 
"The  Washington  Post  has  a  good  fast  ball,  but  its 
control  is  bad!"  With  tongue  in  cheek  the  man  from 
the  Post  retorted,  "The  Times  has  good  cruising  speed." 
He  meant,  of  course,  that  the  Times  is  consistently 
good  -  even  though  lacking  derring-do. 

Good  cruising  speed.   I  respect  that.  We  may  get 
excited  about  the  rare  comet  that  comes  streaking 
across  the  sky.  We  may  rush  for  our  cameras  when  we 
see  a  falling  star.   But  we  still  get  our  light  and 
heat  from  the  steady,  unspectacular  radiance  of  the 
sun  and  the  moon.  "They  shall  walk  and  not  faint." 


So  your  mood  is  weariness.   As  Harry  Golden 
would  say,  "You're  entitled,"  It  is  not  an  easy 
scene.  It  is  no  disgrace  to  be  down  these  days,  but 
there  is  no  reason  why  you  have  to  stay  there.   The 
"take  home"  message  today  is  this:   Soul  Power  is  a 
renewable  resource.   "They  who  wait  for  the  Lord  shall 
renew  their  strength,  they  shall  mount  up  with  wings 
like  eagles,  they  shall  run  and  not  be  weary,  they 
shall  walk  and  not  faint." 

God  has  much  to  give  us,  but  our  hands  are  too 
full  to  receive  it.   That's  what  waiting  means  -- 
emptying  our  hands.   God  has  much  to  teach  us  but  our 
minds  are  too  preoccupied  to  take  it  in.  Waiting 
means  making  room  for  God. 

A  ship  at  sea  canvasses  the  stars  to  know  exactly 
where  it  is.   Wait  for  the  Lord.  Remember  the  reflec- 
tive side  of  your  religion.   Think  on  these  things; 
that  power  belongs  to  God,  that  the  cross  is  still  His 
way,  that  the  kingdom  is  both  here  and  coming,  that 


the  night  will  not  be  long,   Or,  as  the  Psalmist  chose 
to  put  it,  "Wait  on  the  Lord;  be  of  good  courage,  and 
he  shall  strengthen  thine  heart:  wait,  I  say,  on  the 
Lord,"  (Ps.  27:14) 


CLOSING  PRAYER 

fofiQAMQ.  o6,  Loid,  the  tannel  vtbton 
that  cannot  4ee  the.  &ta/a>, 
the  exaltation  ofi  the  immediate 
that  blindU,   o6  to  abiding  tAutk. 

Gtve  ai>  the  poiAe  and  abandon 
which,  belong  to  alt  who 
love.  Thee  and  look  ^on. 
Thine  appealing. 

ThAough  lebai*  ChAtbt  oat  Loid, 

Amen, 
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